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Early before the school bell even rings, at around 

7:15am, students of Miramar Ranch head 

straight down to the field to do either of two 

things: Running Club or Garden Club. I arrived 

early, at 7:00am, and sat on a bench overlooking 

the field and the garden. It’s quiet, the only noise 

I hear are birds chirping and rabbits scurrying 

around in both areas. Slowly, students and adults 

arrive. Breaking the silence, the birds and the 

rabbits fly or hop away. Their noises are replaced 

by the quick steps and heavy breath of those 

starting their morning run. 

 

 

Eric and Jacqueline Morgan walk up to greet and welcome me into the garden. First things first, we gather 

the abundant passion fruits from the ground that have fallen from the vine. It’s like an egg hunt and we 

collect about 15 fruit. Their 5th grade daughter, an avid runner herself, stretches before waving to her 

parents on her way out to the field to join the running group. While she leaves, two new students enter 

into the garden and eagerly ask, “How can we help?” 

 

 

 



 

 

Eric leads them to the fountain to wash their hands and afterwards shows them how to harvest snap peas 

from the vine and cut broccoli heads from their stem. Both of these harvests will be sent to the cafeteria 

to be washed then served on the salad bar for the rest of the school to try at lunch time. This is all part of 

the district’s Garden to Café program, which allows school grown produce to be served on the salad bar. 

Miramar Ranch is one of the highest harvesting schools in the entire school district. They’ve been 

awarded grant money the past three years from the annual Harvest Contest. Some other veggies Eric has 

grown for the salad bar include dragon tongue (a speckled green and purple bean), bok choy, and carrots.  

While Eric and the two boys continue harvesting, a new group of students and a father joins the garden 

looking for ways to help. Jacqueline provides each of them a pair of gloves, a wheelbarrow, and a shovel. 

The pile of mulch sitting outside the garden gates needs to be spread throughout the garden area, 

especially around the fruit trees. 

 

 



With little prior garden experience, Eric and his wife have 

been managing the school garden since 2014. “My wife is 

great at researching things,” Eric says when I asked him 

how they’ve come so far.  

It started out as a Girl Scout project for his daughter and 

her troop. Imagine -- a group of small kindergarten girls all 

holding shovels and rakes twice their size. With the help of 

their parents, they rebuilt four garden beds and the trellis 

where the passion fruit vines now grow, providing a shaded 

area for the garden. While the other girl scouts and parents 

have come and gone to the garden over the years, Eric 

didn’t want to see their project be forgotten. He opens up 

the garden space every morning alongside Running Club. “I 

think it provides a great alternative to students who don’t 

want to run.” He also occasionally visits over the weekend 

or holiday breaks to keep Garden to Café active, providing 

a fresh harvest almost daily. 

 

(Above) Summer 2014, kindergarten Girl Scouts troop 

 

 

Now his daughter is in 5th grade, and while enjoys helping her parents in the garden, her heart is out in 

the field running. Next year, she leaves Miramar Ranch for middle school with her parents to follow. One 

of their biggest questions is who will take care of the garden next? Will it be a new Girl Scout troop? Will   

teachers or FFA be interested in keeping this space alive? 



 

At 7:36am the school bells rings, signaling the end of Running Club and Garden Club. The students in the 

garden return their materials to the shed, some taking a passion fruit to eat later. “Thank you!” they yell 

running up to class. 

While Eric and Jacqueline plan to follow their daughter to middle school next year, they hope the garden 

remains active. Later this summer, an Eagle Scout troop will help rebuild some garden beds. In addition, 

new fencing will be installed for the beds to keep the rabbits out of the plants and hopefully yield a 

greater harvest. That is - if there someone new to manage the garden next year. Until then, you can find 

Eric and Jacqueline every school day morning for Garden Club! Their dedication and time spent here is 

greatly appreciated by their entire school community and school district.   

 

Some before (2014) and after (2019) pictures… 

 

 


